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When we attain the Buddha-state, we become a new creation.
The Mahayana substitutes for the Buddha of history the
eternal Buddha. His existence in the earthly form is not his
-true and proper mode of being. Saddharmapundarika
tells us how the Buddha assumed an earthly form and the
answer of the Buddha reminds us of what Krsna says in the
Bhagavadgitd or what the Johannine Christ says: * Before
Abraham was, I am.5 'The Tathagata sees the triple world
not as ignorant, common people do; He sees things eternally
present to him. The Tathagata who so long ago was per-
fectly enlightened is unlimited in the duration of his life.
He is from everlasting.' In the interests of those who need
to be educated, he becomes incarnate. 'When men become
unbelieving, ignorant, fond of sensual pleasures, then I who
Icnow the course of the world declare, I am the Tathagata;
and I consider how I may incline them to enlightenment,
low I may make them partakers of the Buddha Law/1 For
the edification of the faithful, the Buddhas may reappear at
any time. It is clear that, for the Mahayana system, the
Tieart of reality is not an abstract essence but overflowing
love and compassion.

There are many Buddhas, as, according to the Mahayaaa
system, the goal of every individual is to become a Buddha.
Of these Buddhas the most popular is Amitabha or Amida.
He rules in the heaven of the Pure Land (Sukhavati).   Ages
ago Amitabha was a great king, who left his throne and
became a wanderer in search of truth.   Under the guidance
of the then Buddha, he attained to bodhisattvahood and
took a series of great vows to become a Buddha, save all
creatures and create a heaven where the souls of the blessed
might enjoy a perpetual state of happiness, wisdom and
purity.   His vow runs as follows: "When I become Buddha,
let all living beings of the ten regions of the universe main-
tain a confident and joyful faith in me;   let them   con-
centrate their longings on a rebirth in my paradise; and let
them call upon my name, though it be only ten times or

1.   Cp. Bhagavadgitf, IV. 6-8